
Deadly Mixture

INVESTIGATING THE TRAGIC LOSS OF A SON

Client’s Challenge

The executive apologized for the late evening call. His general counsel referred  
him to us, and he appeared thoroughly briefed on our credentials. He didn’t take 
much time to get to the point. “We lost our son a few months ago. We’re still 
reeling, and the police have not closed out their investigation. They’re treating 
it as an overdose, but,” he paused, “we just want to be sure.” At the close of the 
40-minute conversation, he formally authorized the firm’s investigation of the 
postmortem examination and circumstances surrounding his son’s death. He also 
asked that we gather information on his son’s girlfriend, their history together and 
each of their relationships with other people.

Support + Solutions

During the next two weeks, we interviewed the late college student’s friends, 
classmates, and girlfriend; we met with the command officers and investigators 
at the police department investigating the case; and we interviewed the deputy 
medical examiner. 

We confirmed that the young man died due to an accidental overdose of oxycodone 
and ethanol. We did not find proof of a struggle or quarrel between the deceased 
and his girlfriend. His friends told us he occasionally used drugs, including narcotics 
and anti-anxiety drugs. We did not find any signs he was suffering from depression. 
His friends and other witnesses described him as stable, coherent, nice, friendly and 
not prone to reckless behavior. 

Impact + Outcomes

Although we uncovered new avenues of inquiry, we also disproved several theories 
about the 72 hours leading to the tragic event, and we provided some closure for 
the young man’s parents and family. 
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The Project Manager’s  
Post-Engagement Perspective

“This was actually an extensive 
investigation involving more than 
25 interviews, an examination 
of the autopsy and toxicology 
reports, detailed inquiries into 
the young man’s financial 
records and forensic analysis 
of his computer and tablet.

“I am confident in our results and 
findings. Although there were 
one or two tactical channels we 
could have continued to pursue, 
we did not believe they would 
yield information that would 
have justified additional cost.  
We advised the client of his 
options and then supported  
his decision to have us stand 
down on the case.”
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